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Micah 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Micah; means “Who is like the Lord?” 

 Not much is known about him, but his name suggests a godly heritage 

 He is apparently from around Moresheth (1:14); located in the foothills of Judah, 25 miles southwest of 

Jerusalem, on the border of Judah and Philistia, near Gath 

 Though he was a country resident removed from the national political and religious scene, God chose him as 

a prophet to deliver a message of judgment against Jerusalem 

 His ministry was during the reigns of Jotham (750-731 B.C.), Ahaz (731-715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715-686 

B.C.) 

 Contemporary of Hosea in the north and Isaiah in the south; followed and continued the message of Amos in 

the north (social injustice, religious apathy and corruption) 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Northern kingdom was about to fall to Assyria in 722 B.C., but his message was directed toward the people 

of the south (Judah) where he lived 

 Economic prosperity of recent years was fading, and both Israel and Judah were threatened with foreign 

domination 

 Syria and Israel invaded Judah, taking the wicked King Ahaz captive for a time 

 Assyria then overthrew Syria and Israel, and wanted to take Judah 

 Micah and Isaiah were instrumental in convincing King Hezekiah to lead the people in national 

repentance and reliance on God’s deliverance; as a result, God spared Jerusalem from Assyria (and its 

leader Sennacherib) 

 Soon after the death of Hezekiah, the people turned away from the Lord 

 Micah’s prophecy speaks to this and to the coming destruction of Judah at the hands of the Babylonians 

(which took place in 586 B.C.); he also prophecies of the ultimate restoration after exile 

 Literary Background 

 The oracles in Micah were not all given at once; they are more like an anthology or collection of oracles that 

he spoke over his years of ministry 

 Chronology is not the key to the structure of the book 

 It is roughly structured on the basis of alternating messages of threat and hope 

 God presents his disputes with his people in two rounds (some argue three) 

 Chapters 1-5; harsh judgment in 1-3, but also a note of salvation in 4-5 

 Chapters 6-8; judgment in 6-7; hope in 8 

 Micah is a master with words and images 
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The Message of the Book of Micah 

 Divine judgment against sin 

 Against people who were persistently pursuing evil 

 Israel and Judah had both departed from the way of the Lord 

 Sin included religious and social aspects 

 Civic and religious leaders were included; they had a false security in the Lord and were about to be judged 

 God’s commitment to His covenant promises 

 God will judge sin, but He will also bring blessing on those who repent 

 Key term in the salvation/hope sections of the book – “remnant” (see 2:12; 4:7; 5:7–8; 7:12) 

 Central focus in the book 

 God is angered and takes it seriously when we turn away from him, but he will not forsake his people 

 Well-known passages 

 5:2; Matthew references this prophecy to the birthplace of the Messiah 

 6:6-8; this is not a teaching against all priestly religion (sacrifices), but simply corrects the unhealthy 

emphasis on external religion among some of the Israelites 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


